Roosevelt High School – Early College Studies

Course Summary for Composition and Literature I College Link

                   Mercy College Course ENGL 111: Written English and Literary Studies I
               Teacher:  F. Meade, fmeade1@yonkerspublicschools.org, phone: 914-376-8118
COURSE DESCRIPTION: Introduction to elements of expository writing and research methods through the study of literary texts (nonfiction genre). Students read and examine these texts in order to formulate essays in several rhetorical modes.
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
· to develop skills in reading and interpretation of literary texts; to read text effectively and affectively
· to develop competencies in writing, oral communication, critical thinking and information literacy
· to be able to formulate a thesis and develop that thesis into a coherent essay; including substantial introductory, supporting and concluding paragraphs
· to use grammar, sentence structure and the mechanics of writing correctly
· to access appropriate resources as needed to complete oral and written assignments

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

By the completion of the course, students should be able to:
1. Use close reading strategies to fuel analytical discussions of literary texts 
2. Write clear, coherent essays in several rhetorical modes 
3. Recognize and adhere to conventions of grammar and MLA style
COURSE READINGS:
· Short Stories and Poems by Hughes, Whitman, Poe, Chopin, London, Jackson and others
· Novels by Fitzgerald, O’Brien, Shakespeare and others
· Drama by Tennessee Williams
· Selections from class texts:  Literature, An Introduction to Fiction Poetry and Drama by Kennedy/Gioia, Pearson Longman, 9th Edition; The Prentice Hall Reader, ed. George Miller, Pearson Prentice Hall, 8th Edition.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND TARGETED SKILLS
· Formal critical analytical essays based on class texts and assigned outside readings
· Close reading, literary analysis, character analysis, poetry analysis and writing
· Collaborative Group Work with Presentations
· SAT Vocabulary, Note-Taking and in-class writing
· College Essay
GRADING:  Grade is based on attendance, punctuality, attitude, participation,

                       formal essays, homework, quizzes, in-class writing, oral presentation and exams. 

       
                       Student must earn a minimum of 75% to receive college credit.
Sample Assessment

RESEARCH PAPER RUBRIC

	CATEGORY
	5
	4
	3
	2

	Introduction/

Thesis

____


	*exceptional introduction that grabs interest of reader and states topic.

**thesis is exceptionally clear, arguable, well-developed, and a definitive statement.
	*proficient introduction that is interesting and states topic.

**thesis is clear and arguable statement of position.
	*basic introduction that states topic but lacks interest.

**thesis is somewhat clear and arguable.
	*weak or no introduction of topic.

**paper’s purpose is unclear/thesis is weak or missing.

	Quality of Information/

Evidence

____

Claims and Paragraph Structure


	*paper is exceptionally researched, extremely detailed, and historically accurate.

**information clearly relates to the thesis.

*All claims are well crafted and original. 

*They all make a statement that is arguable and are all related to the thesis/topic.
	*information relates to the main topic.

**paper is well-researched in detail and from a variety of sources.

*Some claims are well crafted while others are not.

*They are mostly statements that relate to the thesis/topic. 
	*information relates to the main topic, few details and/or examples are given.

**shows a limited variety of sources.

*Very few claims are well crafted and only some of them are directly related to the thesis/topic.
	*information has little or nothing to do with the thesis.

**information has weak or no connection to the thesis.

*Claims are not well crafted or original.

*They either come from the sources or are not related to the thesis.

	Grammar/Usage/

Mechanics

____


	*control of grammar, usage, and mechanics.

**almost entirely free of spelling, punctuation, and grammatical errors.
	*may contain few spelling, punctuation, and grammar errors.
	*contains several spelling, punctuation, and grammar errors which detract from the paper’s readability.
	*so many spelling, punctuation, and grammar errors that the paper cannot be understood.

	Citation Format

____


	*conforms to MLA rules for formatting and citation of sources are perfect.
	*conforms to MLA rules for formatting and citation of sources with minor exceptions.
	*frequent errors in MLA format.
	*lack of MLA format/numerous errors.

	Works Cited/

Bibliography

____


	*entries entirely correct as to MLA format.
	*entries mostly correct as to MLA format.
	*frequent errors in MLA format. 
	*lack of MLA format/numerous errors.

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Comments:




TOTAL


SCORE =       _______


 		  30








